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Abstract 
Writers argue that the gridiron and axial arrangement were the most important ordering devices of the colonial town 
in South Africa. In this paper, we suggest that power can be expressed in both ordered and organic urban built forms, 
drawing on developmental stages of two case study cities: Bloemfontein and Kimberley, South Africa. Drawing on 
the theory of natural movement and Space Syntax analysis, we develop an argument that socio-political and socio-
economic relationships find expression through space. We demonstrate how the physical layout of power systems is 
maintained over time by the configurational properties of space.  
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1. Introduction 
The development of the colonial town plan in South Africa has attracted interest from various theorists 
and writers, who describe how colonial town planning principles shaped the origin and growth of cities. 
For the Dutch and British colonial powers of the 19th century, the appropriation of space in the interior of 
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southern Africa was part of a much larger colonial enterprise that reached the far edges of the known 
world (Betts & Ross, 1985). 
Some theorists have written about the role of town planning in allowing the colonists to imprint 
intentional power relations in space (Betts & Ross, 1985; Floyd, 1960, p. 30; King, 1976; Lynch, 1981, p. 
21; Mabin, 1992, p. 14; Smith, 1992). Others have considered the spatialisation of power in the Apartheid 
city beginning in the 1950s (Davis, 1981; Robinson, 1992). Kotzé (1994) suggests that the gridiron plan, 
with its axial arrangement of streets and the positioning of prominent buildings at the termination of these 
axes, resulted in a very particular socio-political civility. What is often missing from these descriptions is 
how the changing spatial reality at any moment affects each successive stage of the city’s development. 
Another aspect that is often overlooked in discussions of colonial city development is an examination of 
the differences between premeditated planning and the informal and on-going uncovering of spatial 
potentialities. 
This paper suggests that colonial towns in South Africa developed through processes of both 
preconceived design ideas and through the realization of spatial realities over time. In view of the former, 
the gridiron plan and axial arrangement of streets provided a clear legibility. In terms of the latter, the on-
going utilisation of town space over time reveals information about the level of accessibility and 
significance of some spaces over others, as power hungry narratives may be more likely to imprint 
themselves within certain spaces. This paper further seeks an understanding of whether the processes of 
spatial power relations are more likely to occur in settlements where colonial town planning principles 
were explicitly applied as opposed to unplanned settlements.  
The South African cities—the colonial city of Bloemfontein in the Free State province and the mining 
city of Kimberley in the Northern Cape province—are in relative proximity to each other (about 160 km 
apart) but have contrasting characteristics. Bloemfontein was an incrementally planned colonial 
settlement with the typical gridiron plan and axial arrangement of institutions. Research conducted by 
Kotzé & Du Preez (2011) on the formative years of Bloemfontein suggests that the colonial town plan 
served as an important spatial method for anchoring the city’s gridiron in the surrounding natural 
landscape. On the other hand, the town of Kimberley grew in a haphazard and coincidental manner. The 
big rush into the area did not allow time to plan the settlement, resulting in a different settlement growth 
logic than in Bloemfontein.  
This paper proposes an alternative understanding of how colonial cities developed. It is suggested that 
the idea of city expansion based on colonial design principles provides an incomplete account of this 
process, as it falls short of explaining the growth of organic towns such as Kimberley. The alternative 
theory supplements the common understanding of colonial space-making and is able to explain the 
underlying spatial decision-making that led to both the planned and the unplanned colonial city form. It is 
therefore proposed that an understanding of the development of colonial cities over time is incomplete 
without taking into account the generative force of physical space.  
2. Investigating the development of the colonial plans 
A consideration of spatial theories is necessary in order to understand some of the underlying 
processes that shape colonial cities. One important theory is the theory of configurational space, which 
proposes that space is a fundamental generator of change in urban form (Hillier, 1996a, 1996b; Hillier, 
1999; Hillier & Hanson, 1984; Hillier, Penn, Hanson, Grajewski, & Xu, 1993). Using this theory, it is 
possible to examine how the physical properties of space played a significant role in facilitating the 
expansion of colonial cities. This then makes it possible to assemble a different narrative about the growth 
of gridded and organic cities.   
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Before the spatial determinants of a colonial settlement can be investigated, it is important to 
acknowledge the natural and man-made landscape features (such as hills, streams and mines) which 
became important reference points for the positioning of the first streets in colonial settlements 
(Chapman, 1984; C. P. Kotze, 1994; P. Kotze & Du Preez, 2011). During the formative years of 
settlements, spaces are experienced, recognised, and conceived in the context of the surrounding 
landscape. These landscape features are critical for early settlers, linking them to resources such as hills 
for defence, water and food sources, and places of economic activity such as mines.  
It is only later that those in power begin to transform space in order to achieve their political (colonial) 
ideals. In order to do so, they apply architecture and planning to make their aspirations legible within 
space. Over time, the dominant groups in a town are able to realise more powerful socio-political 
aspirations by reinforcing already prominent spaces with architectural landmarks. In this way, 
architecture enhances the [spatial] legibility of the city.  
3. Theorising space in the construction of meaningful place 
The notions in this paper were tested using the theory of natural movement developed by Bill Hillier at 
University College London (Hillier, 1996a, 1996b; Hillier & Hanson, 1984). This theory suggests that 
cities grow as a result of the spatial configuration of the city grid. A significant aspect of this theory of 
space is that cultural and social life is heavily influenced by the imbedded logic of spatial relationships. 
Regardless of whether or not a city is planned, the prominent spaces are more likely to become the 
physical embodiments of dominant socio-political and socio-economic power. In syntactical terms, spaces 
are more important when they are more integrated into the overall (global) spatial pattern of the city. 
Highly integrated spaces are more likely to attract human movement and therefore achieve prominence 
due to their centrality within a system of spaces. Multiple research studies have provided strong evidence 
supporting this connection between spatial configuration and movement (Hillier, 1996a; Hillier, 1999; 
Hillier, et al., 1993). A highly integrated space can be easily reached from anywhere in the city by 
traversing the fewest number of other spaces en route. This concept of integration means that the 
significance of one space (a street) is viewed in relation to all other streets in a city, rather than as a space 
in isolation (Bafna, 2003; Hillier, 1996a).  
The quality, prominence, and meaning of civic places are due to street design and architecture that 
reinforce the imbedded potential of space. Any single space is always in reference to the overall spatial 
pattern of the city; therefore, as the overall layout of the city changes, so does the potential for some 
places to become less prominent and other places to become more prominent. This process is critical in 
determining how colonial ideals become realised, strengthened, or erased over time.  
4. Method of investigation 
Space syntax analysis techniques were employed for this investigation. A syntactical map shows city 
streets as straight lines, interconnected at every change in direction. The maps were drawn in AutoCAD 
and then imported into an open-source software program called Space Syntax 2D, produced and 
developed at the University of Michigan. This program calculates the integration of every city street in 
relation to all other streets. Streets were categorized according to their level of integration with the city 
grid: from highly integrated (red lines) to streets with low integration (dark blue lines). Finally, GIS 
(Geographic Information Systems) was used to calculate how the location and the completion dates of 
landmarks correspond to changes in the city plan over time.  
Information about the development of the city plans and institutions were gathered from historical 
documents and period maps. Karel Schoeman’s 1984 book called “Bloemfontein: Die Ontstaan van ‘n 
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Stad 1846-1946” provided a comprehensive historical survey of the development of Bloemfontein. 
Kimberley’s development was investigated by using a number of historical documents. The selection of 
date-specific maps covering different stages in the development of the city plans was dependent on the 
availability of historical documentation. The maps that were chosen correspond to significant growth 
periods of the cities. 
5. The construction of gridded town space, Bloemfontein 1846 - 1946 
5.1.  Bloemfontein 1846 – 1860 
In 1842, the British government ordered Captain H.D. Warden to look for a suitable site for a 
settlement in a central location from which the English could govern the Transgariep area (today called 
the Free State). He identified a site which was “suitable in every respect, and in a military point of view 
superior”(Schoeman, 1980, p. 3) due to the hills that provided opportunities for surveillance of the area. 
Called “BloemFontein”, or flower fountain, the site also had a sustained water source. By March 1846, 
Warden, his family, and his troops had established themselves in the area. Warden and his family moved 
into the house of a farmer named Brits and the troops and horses were positioned downstream from the 
fountain (Schoeman, 1980). 
Within two years of Warden’s arrival, the town plan was laid out by the surveyor Andrew Bain (see 
Fig. 1). The first street (later called St George’s Street) [1] extended eastward along the canal that 
connected Warden’s house [2] with the military camp. This street was nestled between the canal 
(“spruit”) to the north and a slight hill (“dolorietrant”) to the south (Schoeman, 1980). The first few 
buildings in Bloemfontein were constructed along this dirt road including the First Parliament Building 
(“Raadsaal”) [3], the first Catholic Cathedral (1849) [4], the first Anglican Cathedral (1850) [5], a lodge, 
hotel, printing press, and general stores. Later, another street parallel and to the north of St. George’s 
Street was connected with a few perpendicular streets crossing the canal (Schoeman, 1980). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1.  Bloemfontein, beginning years from 1846 
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The British administration reserved a site to the north of the settlement for a Dutch Reformed Church 
[6], with plenty of room around the church for the Boer families to leave their wagons when they came to 
town for the Sunday church service. By 1854, the Dutch Reformed church building became the most 
visible and imposing architectural structure in town, even though it was initially perceived to be outside 
of town (Schoeman, 1980:12).  
During the 1850s, Britain’s unwillingness to incur further costs by having armed forces stationed 
permanently in the region coupled with Warden’s inability to secure the area from plunder and the 
Colonial-Basotho Wars fuelled the decision to withdraw the British troops. The administrative 
responsibilities for the town were handed over to Boer governance in 1856 with J.J. Hoffmann as the first 
president of the new Republic (Schoeman 1980). 
5.1. Bloemfontein 1860 – 1900 
Bloemfontein remained a quiet town until the 1870 discovery of diamonds at nearby Kimberley. The 
establishment of a main transportation route between Bloemfontein and Kimberley was followed by more 
English speaking residents moving into the area and triggered a second growth period (Schoeman, 1980). 
The population growth resulted in more intense use of the important places in town. Schoeman (1980) 
describes the town during the mid-1870s as concentrated around the Market Square north of the canal, a 
shift from the earlier concentration around St. George’s Street south of the canal. The highly accessible 
town spaces combined with increasing numbers of people created additional opportunities for the creation 
of public places. The 1848-1860 map (see Fig. 2) shows Maitland Street as one of the most integrated 
streets. Due to the spatial prominence of this street, it is not surprising that by the mid-1870s, the 
Municipality decided to locate new government buildings on a site at the western end of Maitland Street 
[7]. Schoeman (1980) writes that the prominence of this site was emphasized by erecting a building with 
a tower visible from anywhere in Maitland Street. This street was conceived as a moment of civility in the 
town, a public place in its own right (pp. 67-68). By the 1890s, the new Bloemfontein train station [8] 
terminated the east end of the axis. The station allowed for an influx of newcomers into the town between 
1870 and 1904, changing the entire character of the place into the centre of Free State civility (Krige, 
1991, p. 105).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2  Bloemfontein plan from 1848-1860 and additional institutional development, 1860-1890 
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From the 1870s onwards, the Dutch Reformed church [6] that had been located on the outskirts of 
town started to redirect the socio-political atmosphere of the town (Schoeman, 1980, p. 67). An imposing 
building that became known as the Twin Tower Church replaced the original structure. This new building 
was a prominent landmark in a town with primarily single story buildings and overshadowed the English 
churches in the protected area between the hills and the canal. For travellers from the south, the Dutch 
Reformed Church was the first visual landmark upon entering the town (see Fig. 3) (Schoeman, 1980).  
 
 
Fig. 3. View north down Church Street towards the Twin Tower Church, 1892; Source: Schoeman (1980) 
In reaction, the English residents in the St. George’s Street area tried to maintain their foothold in the 
socio-political scene of the town by building churches and schools along this axis (see Fig. 5). Perhaps to 
mimic the effect of the Twin Tower Church, the Anglican congregation built a new tower [9] designed by 
Herbert Baker at the end of Wes Burger Street (compare Fig. 2 and Fig. 5). The integration map of Bains’ 
initial town plan shows Wes Burger Street as a highly integrated (prominent) street, which helps to 
explain why a tower was erected on this axis. However, the syntactical analysis suggests that this attempt 
came too late. From the 1880s onward, Wes Burger Street became less syntactically integrated. By 1906 
the town plan had changed and the tower became less important in the overall experience of the 
Bloemfontein Central Business District (See Fig. 4) (Schoeman, 1980). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 4 . Tower of the Anglican Church designed by Herbert Baker, 1906; Source: Schoeman (1980) 
324   Diaan van der Westhuizen and Jason Cloen /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  50 ( 2012 )  318 – 332 
In contrast, the part of town north of the canal gained institutional presence after the 1880s. With the 
expansion of the spatial plan of the town, new opportunities arose on the highly integrated southern axis 
of Hoffmann Square (St Andrews Street) and the area around Charles and Henry Streets (see Fig. 5). 
Public buildings and spaces such as Baumann Square [10], Warden Square (1881) [11], the Fourth 
Raadsaal (1893) [12], the Executor’s Office [13], the City Hall (1883) [14] and the City Library (1905) 
[15] followed the east-west spike, while Rambler’s Club (1898) [16] and Oranje Hospital (1883) [17] (see 
Fig. 6) followed the north-south spike in street integration. The 1880 to 1900 integration map shows that 
the spatial central place had shifted north-westward from where it was a half century earlier (see Fig. 5). 
 
Fig. 5.  Bloemfontein, 1880-1900 
5.2. Bloemfontein 1900 – 1920 
After the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902), the spatial integration of the city core was further intensified 
by the expansion of the city grid in all major directions. This expansion allowed for larger land uses to 
locate on the outskirts of the settlement while remaining visually connected within the overall town plan. 
These uses include Grey College [18], the University of the Orange Free State (1906) [19], and a military 
camp at Tempe [20] (see Fig. 6). The town plan from before the Anglo-Boer War shows St Andrews 
Street as a highly integrated east-west axis (Fig. 5), consequently initiating the westward expansion of the 
city towards Grey College and the University of the Free State. Interestingly, although St Andrews Street 
was critical in this expansion, its spatial prominence diminished shortly thereafter.  
A new bridge in 1906 carrying President Brand Street across the channel linked the Fourth Parliament 
building to the north with the bigger President’s residence completed in 1885 to the south (see Fig. 7). 
This connection reinforced the spatial prominence of the President Brand Street axis around the time of 
the Union of South Africa in 1910. As the new judicial capital of South Africa, it was decided to build the 
High Court (1909) [21] and the Appeals Court (1910) [22] on President Brand Street and locate the 
National Museum (1911) [23] in close proximity to the city squares. At the time it was thought that this 
would strengthen the judicial prominence of President Brand Street (Schoeman, 1980). Later, however, 
15 
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the prominence of President Brand Street also attracted other institutional buildings such as the Fire 
Station (1933) [24], the City Hall (1936) [25], and the Trinity Methodist Church (1929) [26] a block away 
(Fig. 7). Schoeman writes that visitors during the 1930s remarked that “[i]t is very doubtful indeed 
whether there is a single city in South Africa that has more fine and impressive buildings than President 
Brand Street” (Schoeman, 1980, p. 21) (see Fig. 8). 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 6.  Bloemfontein, 1900-1920 (larger scale) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 7.  Bloemfontein, 1900-1946 
 
18
19 
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Fig. 8. Looking north on President Brand Street, 1930; Source: Schoeman (1980) 
5.3. Bloemfontein 1920 – 1946 
The outward expansion of Bloemfontein after the 1940s stemmed from the need for more residential 
areas and resulted in further changes in the accessibility of the city grid. An interesting observation from 
the 1940s map is that Zastron Street [27] and Nelson Mandela Avenue [28] (formerly called Voortrekker 
Street) are prominent streets in the overall city plan (see Fig. 9). These corridors would later become the 
main thoroughfares of Bloemfontein and sparked the significant commercial expansion of the CBD in a 
westerly direction.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 9. Bloemfontein, 1920-1946 
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6. The construction of organic town space, Kimberley 1870 - 1960 
6.1. Kimberley 1870 – 1880 
The beginning years of Kimberley were far more chaotic than those of Bloemfontein twenty years 
earlier. Shortly after the discovery of diamonds in 1870, about 20 000 prospectors from Britain, Europe, 
America, Australia and South Africa settled in the area. The only landmark amongst the gathering of 
wagons and tents was the open space called the market square [29] (see Fig. 10), from which a main road 
led to the Dutoitspan and Bultfontein mining camps (Dutoitspan Road via Bean Street) [30]. Roads from 
the Kimberley Mine to the west (Old Main Road) and the De Beers mine to the east (De Beers Road) also 
converged at the market square (see Fig. 10). These links were the only main thoroughfares, while the rest 
of the settlement consisted of an interconnected network of “virtually impassable streets” (Lunderstedt, 
2002, p. 2) that formed between the randomly positioned canvas, wood, and sink structures. The living 
conditions in the area were appalling, with no sanitation or rubbish disposal. This haphazard settlement, at 
the time called “New Rush”, had only a few informal bars, canteens, hotels, and shops (Bassett, Coetzee, 
Rudner, & Pistorius, 1986) (see Fig. 10).  
 
 
Fig. 10. Kimberley, 1870-1882 
6.2. Kimberley 1880 – 1895 
As the settlement grew over the next few years, the network of streets south of the market square 
between the Kimberley and De Beers mines grew into a highly interconnected network of streets (see Fig. 
10). A number of important landmarks located in and around the market square area: the Grant Hotel 
[32], Queens Hotel (1881-2) [33], the Magistrates Court (1881-4) [34], Post Office (1871) [35], Standard 
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Bank (1881) [36], Grewer’s Fountain (1884) and later the Old City Hall (1899) on the market square (see 
Fig. 11).  
The spatial integration map of 1870-1882 shows that the extension of Dutoitspan Road/New Main 
Road [31] leading through the centre of the settlement one block south of the market was the most highly 
integrated street (Bassett, et al., 1986; Yuill, 1984) (see Fig. 10). It would not be long before this street 
became the civic spine through town. This street housed the Kimberley Club (1882) [37], the Kimberley 
Public Library (1887) [38], the Alexander McGregor Museum (1889) [39], and later the Theatre Royal 
(1897) [40], all of which gave the town a cultural permanence (Lunderstedt, 2002). Gowie’s Corner with 
its clock tower (1886) [41] on Dutoitspan Road was a famous landmark in Kimberley visible from 
virtually anywhere in town (Duminy & Sabatini, 2011). A number of English churches also located 
within the area: the Methodist Church (1871) [42], First Catholic Church (1872), and the Presbyterian 
Church (1879) [43] (see Fig. 11).  
As in the case with Bloemfontein, the Dutch Reformed Church (1882) [44] (see Fig. 11) was located 
on the outskirts of the settlement, just south of the Kimberley Mine. Other large land uses were also 
located on the outskirts of town, along main routes but not terminating any major axes as in the colonial 
town plan of Bloemfontein. Consider the location of i.e. the Kimberley Regiment Headquarters (1892) 
[45], Queen’s Park (1874) [46], St. Cyprian Anglican complex (1907-11) [47], Christian Brothers College 
(1897) [48], the Sanatorium (1897) [49], Nursing College (1876) [50], Hospital (1915) [51] and Boys and 
Girls (1913) High Schools [52][53] (see Fig. 12). 
 
 
Fig. 11.  Kimberley, 1880-1895 
Kimberley reached its heyday around 1885 when Cecil John Rhodes’ Cape to Cairo railway line 
reached the town. However, the Kimberley train station [54], opened in 1886, was located in a less 
significant area, in the north-east corner of the activity centre amongst streets that were segregated on the 
edge of town (see Fig. 11). The train station was never spatially integrated with the main activity centre, 
even after years of development (compare Fig. 11 with Fig. 12). This is in contrast to Bloemfontein, 
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where the train station occupied a central place in the town’s spatial layout. The discovery of gold in the 
Witwatersrand around this same time had a negative impact on the growth of Kimberley, as many 
businesses and individuals left the area for the gold fields (Lunderstedt, 2002; Yuill, 1984).  
Despite the impact of the gold fields, the consolidation of De Beers and Kimberley Mines under the 
name De Beers Consolidated Mines in 1888 would sustain the economy of Kimberley into the future. The 
original office of Barney Barnato’s Central Diamond Company (1886) on Stockdale Street became the 
Head Office for De Beers Consolidated Mines Limited [55] (see Fig. 12).  
6.3.  Kimberley 1895 – 1926 
Other buildings associated with the economic drivers of Kimberley all soon clustered around the 
Stockdale Street area. Later architectural additions to this area include the De Beers Benefit Society 
Building (1906) [56], the Consolidated Building (1926) [57], and the Diamond Fields Advertiser (1901) 
[58] (see Fig. 12). The importance of this area was already signified in earlier settlement plans, with 
Stockdale Street nestled between the two highly integrated streets in Kimberley (Pniel Road and 
Transvaal Road) and located around the corner from the highly active De Beers and Tutoitspan/New 
Main Roads which connected the two mines on either side of town. This prominent location, only one 
block west of the market square, became the financial district of Kimberley. It is not surprising then that 
Stockdale Street became the first fully-bitumen surfaced road in 1925. As Lunderstedt (2002) suggests, 
“[i]t was the most important street in the then Kimberley” (p. 8). 
 
 
Fig. 12. Kimberley, 1895-1912 
6.4.  Kimberley 1926 – 1960 
 The Malay Camp, where the coloured workers had resided since the establishment of the city, was 
nestled in between the town core and the larger land uses on the periphery, directly south of the main 
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civic space (see Fig. 13, circle on left). The camp consisted of a finely integrated network of roads. As the 
town expanded during the 1890s, the camp became well connected with the rest of the town core. This 
high level of integration was later the downfall of the Malay camp as it did not fit with the colonial and 
Apartheid mentality. Plans to displace the Malay residents started as early as 1939 when De Beers gave 
the land to the Kimberley Municipality upon condition that the slum be cleared of all its inhabitants by 31 
December 1953. In its place, a new civic centre was built which today houses an Art Gallery, the 
Kimberley Theatre, an FET (Further Education and Training) College, and other municipal functions. The 
coloured workers were placed in townships further away from town (Lunderstedt, 2002) (see Fig. 13). 
 
 
Fig. 13.(a)  Kimberley, 1946 with the old Malay camp (b) 1960 with the new Civic Centre circled 
7. Discussion 
This project investigates how objectively measured spatial characteristics of Bloemfontein and 
Kimberley facilitated the socio-political decision-making processes that guided the development of the 
gridded and organic town plan. The findings suggest that spatial characteristics are enmeshed with 
political and economic decision-making processes. The colonists responded to their surrounding spatial 
landscape, designing the settlements’ political and economic institutions in a manner which both 
reinforced the coherence and legibility of the town plan and bolstered  pre-existing power systems. 
The Bloemfontein plan consisted of a flexible but planned system of north-south and east-west axes 
that connected important landscape features and buildings. Important places had a sense of coherence and 
followed a linear pattern, such as the old main street (Maitland Street), the judicial street (President Brand 
Street), and the main thoroughfare through the current city (Zastron Street/Nelson Mandela Avenue). As 
the city grew, the prominence of various areas changed along with the spatial prominence of the axial 
system. Some areas became less prominent over time, whereas the significance of other areas only 
surfaced later.  
 The Kimberley plan attracted significant buildings along spatially integrated thoroughfares that 
connected the three mining areas to the centre of town. A consequence of the organic city plan is the 
formation of significant districts on spatially integrated streets close to the major thoroughfares. The 
organic town plan consists of more sudden directional changes and interruptions in the layout pattern, 
compromising the integration of spaces over longer distances. As a consequence, meaningful connections 
between architectural features in this spatial system take place on a more localized level. For example, 
administrative facilities clustered around the original market square, financial institutions/mining facilities 
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consolidated around the Stockdale Street intersections, and the Du Toitspan Road/New Main Street spine 
attracted civic institutions. These activity centres remained relatively stable over time, as did the spatial 
integration of the city core.  
The colonial town also employed strategies to keep people of African descent on the margins. In 
Bloemfontein, the former black township of Waaihoek was located downstream from the main water 
source in a spatially segregated part of town. With the expansion of the Bloemfontein city grid, a need 
was identified to displace the Waaihoek residents to a more remote location. A similar thing happened in 
Kimberley, when the spatial integratedness of the Malay Camp close to the town core resulted in the 
displacement of residents and the demolition of their neighbourhood.  
It is generally thought that the legibility of colonial cities such as Bloemfontein is the result of 
carefully calculated principles of colonial town design. However, this paper argues for an alternative 
interpretation of this process. Kimberley is employed as an example of an unplanned town in which 
similar processes took shape. There are important differences between the two cities, such as significant 
buildings terminating axes in Bloemfontein but not in Kimberley. Despite these differences, institutions 
in both Kimberley and Bloemfontein are arranged linearly along highly integrated streets, evidence that 
economic and political power found expression in the spatial layout of the time. 
8. Conclusion 
This paper provides urban designers and planners with quantitative-historical evidence of how socio-
political decision-making become spatialised in two contrasting settlement layouts. The study explores 
how shifting socio-political and socio-economic power employs the spatial characteristics of a town to 
construct prominent urban places, with different sectors of the cities enjoying more or less investment and 
reinvestment over time. Ordinary citizens’ experience of place is therefore subjected to the physical 
expressions of ideology and power.  The analysis also suggests that spatial processes play a significant 
role in how systematic inequities develop over time. 
The theory of natural movement provides a possible explanation for why morphological changes occur 
during the lifespan of a colonial town. It is suggested that the spatial logic of both planned and unplanned 
settlements allows opportunities for place-making. People recognise these spatial opportunities and 
respond by making decisions about successive developmental phases of their town. The implication of 
this observation is potentially fruitful: it provides us with a way of knowing why effective places exist, 
how to maintain the vibrancy of these places, and where to anticipate opportunity for future places.  
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